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the body, and that these are associated into groups of a higher 
order termed ids. These collectively, constitute the germ-plasm, 
which he holds is transmitted practically unchanged from gen- 
eration to generation. It is, in fact, the old theory of encasement 
or preformation reappearing in a new dress. 

Hertwig holds that while there is reason to believe that pro- 
toplasm is made up of certain highly complicated unite corre- 
sponding in the main to the biophores, as indeed had previously 
been surmised by Nageli and De Vries, the further assumptions 
of Weismann are not warranted by what we know of biological 
phenomena. The entire ovum is not necessary for the formation 
of an entire individual, as assumed by his hypothesis, for both 
Hertwig's and Wilson's experiments show that by shaking apart 
the segmentation spheres (in Amphioxus) formed in the division 
of the ovum two embryos may be developed, each perfect, but 
smaller than usual. 

Many considerations are brought forward to show that the 
development of cells depends largely upon external stimuli rather 
than upon some mysterious internal group of specially arranged 
particles. The formation of galls and experiments with frogs' 
eggs seem to show this conclusively. 

Space will not permit a detailed examination of this interest- 
ing subject, which is of the highest importance in all biological 
sciences, bearing as it does upon the phenomena of growth and 
development, the action of disease, the formation of varieties, 
races, etc. The book is an admirable piece of scientific criticism — 
clear, fair, and impartial. 

Senor Juan Vucetich, chief of the statistical and anthropolog- 
ical identification office of the police of the province of Buenos 
Aires, has kindly forwarded to the Anthropologist a copy of his 
work (pages i-xvii, 1-203, with 2 charts), the title of which may 
be rendered in English as " General Instruction for a System of 
Registration for the Province of Buenos Aires." This is the sec- 
ond edition, revised and enlarged, the first having appeared in 
1895. 

The author in this elaborate and painstaking work, which 
though based upon the system of Bertillon is by no means a 
copy of it, gives in much detail the plan which he has suggested 
and which has been adopted in Buenos Aires for the identifica- 
tion of criminals. 
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Instead of the eleven measurements of Bertillon he takes but 
one, that of the body length, and seems to rely very largely upon 
the facial characteristics, the contour of the face, the color of the 
eyes, shape and direction of the eyebrows, nose, mouth, chin, 
and ears. The distinctive marks and scars are carefully noted 
and referred in location to the subdivisions of the body, of which 
over a hundred are given. Thumb-marks are also taken and 
preserved as a means of identification. Directions for taking 
photographs are also given. 

Senor Vucetich's system has not, of course, been in use long 
enough to afford a practical test of its efficiency, but there can be 
no doubt, if his directions are carried out. with a care approach- 
ing to that with which they are framed, his plan must prove 
successful. 

This work and the introduction of such a system are evidences 
of the enlightened progress of the Argentine Republic. 

C. H. A. 



The Education of the Central Nervous System : A Study of Foundations, espe- 
cially of Sensory and Motor Training. By Reuben Post Halleck, M. A. 
(Yale). New York: The Macmillan Co. Price, $1.00. 

This is a pleasantly written book, made up mainly of excerpts 
and didactic discussion. The author appears not to have under- 
taken any experiments or observations himself, and his opinions 
are therefore necessarily theoretical. It seems to dignify work 
like, this overmuch to collect it into a book and give it a title 
that induces the reader to suppose that it contains the results of 
original investigations. The proper place for such essays is in 
the columns of the magazines, where they serve to while away 
an idle hourand are not mistaken for serious scientific work. 



NOTES AND NEWS 

Historic Documents from the Fourteenth Century B. C. — 
Since 1892, when the original text and translations of the clay 
tablets of Tell-el-Amarna were first published by the press, the 
insight into their importance for ancient history has steadily 
increased, and recently some writer has even declared them the 
most valuable documents for Oriental historiography of the pre- 
Islamitic epoch. Shortly after the discovery of the tablets the 
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